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One of the most difficult questions students of concealed carry ask is 
“When in a confrontation am I legally allowed to draw my firearm?”            

Fear of Drawing 
In September 2011, a business owner who 
had his handgun available, witnessed the 
following across the street from his busi-
ness.  An individual, armed with an assault 
rifle, exited a vehicle and began a shooting 
rampage.  In just 85 seconds, he shot and 
killed five individuals and wounded seven 
more.  The business owner never drew his 
handgun in defense of himself or others 
(although he did call 9-1-1).  He later told 
the police he wished he had grabbed his 
gun.  I won’t speculate on why he didn’t 
draw his gun first.  After all, 85 seconds is 
not much time to recognize a threat, proc-
ess what is happening, and then react.  We 
teach students that if you make the pres-
ence of your firearm known with the intent 

to intimidate someone into doing, or not 
doing something, that’s brandishing and 
it’s a crime.  Also, if you pull your gun to 
demand that someone leave your property, 
that’s menacing and it’s a crime.  One ele-
ment that must exist before you are allowed 
to use lethal force is you must reasonably 
and honestly be in fear of death or great 
bodily harm.  The next few newsletters will 
focus on the factors considered to deter-
mine if you were “reasonably and hon-
estly” in fear.  Until then, unless you are 
sure that 24 months from now you can 
convince a jury of people you have never 
met that if they were in your shoes at the 
time they would have done the same 
thing—don’t draw your handgun.   

Ohio Concealed Carry Defense Services, LLC 

Our General Counsel offers civil and criminal defense for one low retainer of just $180 per year.  Discounts are available for multi-
year and family coverage.  Members enjoy unlimited legal representation in Ohio for any matter related to their Concealed Handgun 
License.  It is easy to be caught in the legal quagmire of concealed carry in Ohio.  If you are not currently a member, you are subject-

ing yourself (and perhaps your family) to criminal liability or financial ruin.  You need financial peace of mind knowing that the 
attorney representing you specializes in concealed carry defense.  You need OhioCCDS before something happens.    JOIN NOW!            

We are the BEST BACKUP you can carry during one of the most stressful events of your life. 




